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Week Ending Friday, July 21, 1995

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Report of the
Defense Base Closure and
Realignment Commission

July 13, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
I transmit herewith the report containing

the recommendations of the Defense Base
Closure and Realignment Commission
(BRAC) pursuant to section 2903 of Public
Law 101–510, 104 Stat. 1810, as amended.

I hereby certify that I approve all the rec-
ommendations contained in the Commis-
sion’s report.

In a July 8, 1995, letter to Deputy Sec-
retary of Defense White (attached), Chair-
man Dixon confirmed that the Commission’s
recommendations permit the Department of
Defense to privatize the work loads of the
McClellan and Kelly facilities in place or
elsewhere in their respective communities.
The ability of the Defense Department to
do this mitigates the economic impact on
those communities, while helping the Air
Force avoid the disruption in readiness that
would result from relocation, as well as pre-
serve the important defense work forces
there.

As I transmit this report to the Congress,
I want to emphasize that the Commission’s
agreement that the Secretary enjoys full au-
thority and discretion to transfer work load
from these two installations to the private
sector, in place, locally or otherwise, is an
integral part of the report. Should the Con-
gress approve this package but then subse-
quently take action in other legislation to re-
strict privatization options at McClellan or
Kelly, I would regard that action as a breach
of Public Law 101–510 in the same manner
as if the Congress were to attempt to reverse

by legislation any other material direction of
this or any other BRAC.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 13, 1995.

NOTE: This message was not received in time for
publication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
July 15, 1995

Good morning. My job here is to make
America work well for all of you who work
hard. I ran for President to restore the Amer-
ican dream of opportunity for all, the Amer-
ican value of responsibility from all, and to
bring the American people together as a
community, not to permit us to continue to
be divided and weakened. To do this we need
a Government that empowers our people to
make the most of their own lives but is small-
er and less bureaucratic and less burdensome
than it has been.

So we’ve got to cut regulations that impose
unnecessary redtape or they just plain don’t
make sense. And we have to change the way
regulators regulate, if that is abusive or it
doesn’t make sense. But as we cut, we have
to remember that we have a responsibility
to protect our citizens from things that
threaten their safety and their health. Those
are goals we all support, and we can accom-
plish them in a reasonable, responsible, bi-
partisan way.

Our administration is taking the lead.
We’ve already reduced Government posi-
tions by 150,000, cut hundreds of Govern-
ment programs, eliminated 16,000 pages of
regulations. We’ve cut the Small Business
Administration regulations by 50 percent, the
Department of Education regulations by 40
percent, the time it takes to fill out the EPA
regulations by 25 percent. We’re changing
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the way we enforce the regulations. We want
less hassle. We want more compliance and
less citations and fines. In other words, we’ve
got to get out the worst problems of big Gov-
ernment and still keep protecting the public
health and safety.

Right now, Republicans in the Congress
are pushing a very different approach to reg-
ulation. I believe it poses a real danger to
the health and safety of our families. They
call it regulatory reform, but I don’t think
it’s reform at all. It will force Government
agencies to jump through all kinds of hoops,
waste time, risk lives whenever the agency
acts to protect people’s health and safety. It
will slow down, tangle up, and seriously
hinder our ability to look out for the welfare
of American families.

It will create just the kind of bureaucratic
burdens that Republicans for years have said
they hate. It will be more time for rule-
making, more opportunities for special inter-
ests to stop the public interest, and many,
many more lawsuits. I want a Government
that’s leaner and faster, that has a real part-
nership between the private sector and the
Government. They want more bureaucracy,
slower rulemaking, and a worsening of the
adversarial relationship between Govern-
ment and business, that shifts the burden and
the balance of power.

If the Republican Congress’ bill had be-
come law years ago—listen to this—it would
have taken longer than it did to get airbags
in cars; schoolbuses might not have ever had
to install those sideview mirrors that help
drivers see children crossing in front. The
longer we waited to do these things, the more
lives it would have cost.

Now, let me tell you what the world would
look like in the future under these extreme
proposals. You’ve probably heard about the
cryptosporidium bacteria that contaminated
drinking water in Milwaukee. It made
400,000 people sick; it killed 100 Americans.
It will be very difficult to prevent that kind
of danger from finding its way into our water
and to control it when it does if these rules
take effect.

If the new system Congress proposes takes
effect it will take much longer to impose new
safety standards to prevent commuter airline
crashes, like the five that happened last year.

We’ve proposed standards in that area, and
they’re being resisted. And it will be far less
certain that we can use microscopes to exam-
ine meat and stop contaminated meat from
being sold.

You may think that’s amazing, but listen
to this story. If we lived in a world like the
one Congress is suggesting, there would be
more tragedies like what happened to Eric
Mueller. In 1993, Eric was a 13-year-old
young man in California, the president of his
class, the captain of his soccer team, an honor
student. One day, like millions of other kids,
he ordered a hamburger at a fast food res-
taurant. But he died a few days later because
he was poisoned by an invisible bacteria, E.
coli, that contaminated the hamburger. Doz-
ens of others also died. And just last week,
five more people in Tennessee, including an
11-year-old boy, got sick again because of E.
coli.

How did this happen? Because the Fed-
eral Government has been inspecting meat
the same old way since the turn of the cen-
tury. Believe it or not, inspectors basically
use the same methods to inspect meat that
dogs use. They touch it and smell it to see
if it’s safe, instead of using microscopes and
high technology.

That’s crazy, and for the last 2 years we
have been working hard to change that, to
reform the meat inspection rules so that
Americans can be confident they’re pro-
tected. And believe it or not, while we’re
working to bring meat inspection into the
20th century, some special interests are try-
ing to stop it, in spite of the fact that people
have died from E. coli, and this Congress is
willing to help them. We’re trying to make
our drinking water cleaner, but this Congress
is willing to adopt a regulatory system that
would let polluters delay and sometimes even
control the rules that affect them.

In the last 6 months, we’ve seen these so-
called regulatory reform bills actually being
written by lobbyists for the regulated indus-
tries. The Congress even brought the lobby-
ists into the hearings to explain what the bills
did. After all, they had to; the lobbyists had
written the bills. I don’t think that’s right.
I know it’s not in the best interest of the
American people, and it ought to be stopped.
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No one has done more than our adminis-
tration to streamline and reform a regulatory
system. You’ll never catch me defending a
dumb regulation or an abusive Government
regulator. The 16,000 pages of Federal regu-
lations we have cut are enough to stretch 5
miles We say to small business, if you have
a problem and you fix it, you can forget the
fine. I want to sign a real regulatory reform
bill. And there is a good alternative spon-
sored by Senator Glenn and Senator Chafee.
It provides a good starting point and—listen
to this—it includes a 45-day waiting period
in which Congress can review and reject any
Government regulation that doesn’t make
sense. Now, isn’t that a lot better than letting
the interest groups actually delay these regu-
lations forever, even though we need them
for our health and safety?

I want Democrats and Republicans in
Congress to show the American people that
we can reform without rolling back. We can
cut redtape, reduce paperwork, make life
easier for business without endangering our
families or our workers. We do have a re-
sponsibility to cut regulation, but we also
have a responsibility to protect our families
and our future. We can and must do both.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 3:24 p.m. on
July 14 in the Roosevelt Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on July 15.

Executive Order 12966—Foreign
Disaster Assistance
July 14, 1995

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit-
ed States of America, including the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
1995, Public Law 103–337 (the ‘‘Act’’) and
section 301 of title 3, United States Code,
it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. This order governs the imple-
mentation of section 404 of title 10, United
States Code, as added by amendment set
forth in section 1412(a) of the Act. Pursuant
to 10 U.S.C. 404(a), the Secretary of Defense
is hereby directed to provide disaster assist-
ance outside the United States to respond
to manmade or natural disasters when the

Secretary of Defense determines that such
assistance is necessary to prevent loss of lives.
The Secretary of Defense shall exercise the
notification functions required of the Presi-
dent by 10 U.S.C. 404(c).

Sec. 2. The Secretary of Defense shall
provide disaster assistance only: (a) at the di-
rection of the President; or

(b) with the concurrence of the Secretary
of State; or

(c) in emergency situations in order to save
human lives, where there is not sufficient
time to seek the prior initial concurrence of
the Secretary of State, in which case the Sec-
retary of Defense shall advise, and seek the
concurrence of, the Secretary of State as soon
as practicable thereafter.

For the purpose of section 2(b) of this
order, only the Secretary of State, or the
Deputy Secretary of State, or persons acting
in those capacities, shall have the authority
to withhold concurrence. Concurrence of the
Secretary of State is not required for the exe-
cution of military operations undertaken pur-
suant to, and consistent with, assistance pro-
vided in accordance with parts (b) and (c)
of this section, or with respect to matters re-
lating to the internal financial processes of
the Department of Defense.

Sec. 3. In providing assistance covered by
this order, the Secretary of Defense shall
consult with the Administrator of the Agency
for International Development, in the Ad-
ministrator’s capacity as the President’s Spe-
cial Coordinator for International Disaster
Assistance.

Sec. 4. This order does not affect any ac-
tivity or program authorized under any other
provision of law, except that referred to in
section 1 of this order.

Sec. 5. This order is effective at 12:01
a.m., e.d.t. on July 15, 1995.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 14, 1995.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:19 a.m., July 17, 1995]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on July 17, and it
was published in the Federal Register on July 18.
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